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It means a lot to me being able to say a few words at this time, when the Galiego-Flamenco statistical 
community shares joy and grief: joy for the high honor bestowed upon Ingrid Van Keilegom at A 
Coruña, where she will be receiving on 16 June 2022 a doctor honoris cause, and grief for the very 
untimely passing of Carmen. 

I was born in Antwerp, and also Christel Faes, Ingrid Van Keilegom and Paul Janssen are form this 
area. One of the historic monumental churches is called Sint-Jacobskerk in Dutch, Saint Jacob’s 
Church - Santiago. This is not a coincidence… all around one can see the familiar shells, as Antwerp 
was, and is, on the camino. Pilgrims coming from the high north could rest in Antwerp on their way 
to Galicia.  

Everybody who is familiar with the map of the camino knows it is not a line, but a network. There is 
more than one camino leading from Flanders to Galicia… just as there is more than one statistical 
connection between Belgium and Spain, between Flanders and Galicia. A time-honored connection is 
along mathematical statistics: Noël Veraverbeke, Paul Janssen, Ingrid Van Keilegom and others have 
collaborated for the longest time with Galician colleagues such as Wenceslao Gonzalez-Manteiga, 
Ricardo Cao, Jacobo de Uña-Álvarez, and their colleagues. 

A second camino maps the road of applied statistics, of biostatistics. It is fair to say that this link was 
built in no small part by Carmen Cadarso, a fine researcher who was always dedicated to 
collaboration: within Galicia, within Spain, ánd internationally. Not only does joint work with Christel 
Faes, Geert Molenberghs, Thomas Neyens, Geert Verbeke and many others testify to that; there is 
also BiostatNet and other structural collaborative initiatives.  

This is why so many people in Flanders consider following the camino to Galicia such a natural thing. 
It has always been a pleasure to visit, not only for scientific reasons, but also because being with 
Carmen was great fun. She was a fine human being, in addition to a great researcher, and it was 
always a pleasure to spend time with her. 

Now, Carmen’s camino has ended abruptly. She reached her Finisterre too early. Yet, it does not stop 
here. Just as the camino is older than Christianity, we will never forget Carmen – and the same holds 
for Klaus. The statistical communities of Flanders and Galicia became intertwined, like a family, and 
so we consider you, Klaus, a member of the family as well. 

Here is to Carmen! 


