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Carmen was my second PhD student. She 
defended his PhD thesis in 1990. From the 
very first moment, she always told me that 
she wanted to direct her scientific and 
academic activity to the field of Biostatistics. 
In her PhD thesis, she worked on the natural 
extension of the Kaplan-Meier estimator, 
with covariate information and from a 
nonparametric point of view. Since this idea 
was published in the Journal of 
Nonparametric Statistics in 1993, it had, and 

still has, a profound impact on so many later works. From then on, 
Carmen developed a top-level activity, with good methodological 
advances and, above all, with a vision ahead of her time of great 
transversal collaboration between the statisticians who were in the 
Faculty of Mathematics and with almost all the groups based at the 
Faculty of Medicine. 

Throughout the more than 30 years since then, I have always had a 
wonderful relationship with Carmen. We work on subsequent 
publications related to Survival Analysis, such as estimation and testing 
procedures in generalized additive models, and in the extension of ROC 
curves with functional covariates. This last work was published in the 
prestigious journal Biostatistics in 2012. 

I collaborated with her, among other activities, as co-author, as 
supervisor of PhD theses, and many workshops organized for the Faculty 
of Medicine. 

Carmen, in addition to having a very transversal attitude and support for 
the entire Biomedical field, she conducted an important 
internationalization activity for our Universidade de Santiago de 
Compostela through her scientific collaborations, creating an excellent 



network with many colleagues from the Belgian, French, German and 
Portuguese schools. 

She had also an essential role in the transfer of Biostatistical knowledge 
to both, general public, with many of her courses taught at diverse levels, 
and advising colleagues from different areas at the University and from 
many companies. 

She took part in my research group for a few years, to later become 
scientifically independent, leading competitive projects at regional, 
national, and international scale with her own group. 

Since 2012, she has led the Biostatistics and Biomedical Data Science 
group, made up in her own unique style, with researchers from various 
disciplines of Biomedicine, a group of PhD students and PhD’s who are 
enthusiastic about Biostatistics. They all were in permanent contact with 
people in transfer, in the company Biostatech, with which she had a 
highly active collaboration, and with researchers of the highest scientific 
quality. I cannot continue without citing, Francisco Gude, from the 
Epidemiology Unit of the university clinical hospital, and some of her 
international collaborators and friends: Geert Molenberghs, Luis Meira 
Machado, Thomas Kneib, and a huge list of relevant people. 

She had recently joined CItmaga, the Galician Mathematical Technology 
and Research Center, created early this year. 

Unfortunately, these discontinuities that life gives us, did not allow her 
to continue this excellent moment in her personal life and her great 
professional and academic development. 

Carmen had a career of more than 30 years of teaching, more than two 
hundred publications, coordination of important projects and research 
networks. 

Carmen has been a great student, a magnificent colleague in our 
Department of Statistics, Mathematical Analysis and Optimization, an 
excellent researcher and, above all, she has been a great person. RIP. 


